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FROM THE | : 
KUCHER, GLONINGER Aa 
AND KRAUSE FARMS j ee 


Few communities in Lebanon County merit our attention | 
more than does the locality known as Hebron, the land orig- 
inally granted to John Peter Kucher. 
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“Ay, call it holy gotads 

The soil where first they trod! c - ; 
They left unstained what there they found j 
Freedom to worship God! - _ 


The first settlers came to Lebanon County between the : 
years 1715: and 1730. In 1718 there were but 129 taxable 
persons ° residing in all the counties of Lancaster, Dauphin, . 
Lebanon, and Tulpehocken, 86 of which were Germans. “3 
Possibly none resided along the “‘Quitapohile’’ Creek, as RSE 
the first-settlers came to the border lands of the county. The -. Shai 
first grant of land in Lebanon County was that to the ~ 7 pai 
Gerberich ancestors in Hanover township in 1723. 4 





It was only in.the year 1732 that the State Proprietors _ ae 
purchased from the Indians the land which.is now Lebanon 
County, -and in 1734 the settlers began taking out warrants 
for land along the “‘Quitapohile’’ Creek.. Among these was 
George Steitz, who took out a warrant for 300 acres. One - 
year later, in 1735, Balthaser Orth, Sr., obtained 325 acres, 
near Quentin and adjoining the land bélonging ‘to Zinn, 
who had settled there in 1725. On December. 191737, John 


Peter Kucher was warranted 224 acres” ages ‘Quitta- 
pahille. ria a . 


* Bete? Kucher the Father of H ebro fwh 


As our subject is cence on. thes r 
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 . Waldu, Saxony, May 12, 1710, the son of George Peter and 

; Barbara Kucher. Johonn Peter Kucher, farmer and black- 
smith, arrived in Philadelphia September 25, 1732, with 
Palatines imported from Rotterdam, in the ship “Loyal 
Judith” of London, Robert Turtin, ster. (* ) 


Prior to his connection with the Hebron Moravian Church 

Kucher was Lutheran in faith, as Rev. John Casper Stover 
records the marriage of John Peter Kucher to Anna Barbara 
Kappenheffer, October 6, 1735. In 1743 his name appears 

es with the- names of George Steitz, Peter Gebhart, Adam 
Uhrich, John and Martin Waidmann and 160 others bind- 

ing themselves to services in the “True and pure Evangelical 
Lutheran religion, based upon the Word of God and. in 

| _ accord with the unaltered Augsburg Confession, the ‘Smal- 
cald articles, Symbolic book, and the two Catechisms of 
| Luther’. This original document w@s placed in the corner- 
. stone of Christ Lutheran Church at Tulpehocken, which was 
aa laid May. LEAS. 


| In Dr. Croll’s ‘Berg Kirche’, the name of Kucher appears 

again as one of the signers ef the agreement between the 

Lutheran and the Reformed Congregations, made at the 

completion of the first church, dedicated August 12, 1744. 

| Balthaser Orth is a witness to this agreement. This would 

ao _ indicate that the Kuchers and Orths were active members of 
| 
| 


the Hill Lutheran Church just prior to their Moravian - -mem- 
bership. 


Having Tived somewhere near Hebron, Kucher took out 
his first. warrant of land December 19, 1737,-and built a 
log cabin home thereon. 


. The diagrams and-description of the Kucher tracts of land 
<-- “ "  aré“given by: Rev. P. B. Gibble, D.D., of Palmyra, who has 
Bete done valuable work'on the Palmyra region and is extending 

his work to ‘ocala the entire county. His surveys are secured 


C tos Col. Rec. 3. p.456 
: Baas 30,000 names pp. 79-80 
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: from official records at Harrisburg, giving the land warrants = oS 
and patents, and are as follows: --- a 


$'t2 


The accompanying draft shows six contiguous tracts of 
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baba patented to Peter Kucher, with neighboring tracts.. The ea 
acts concerning these tracts are:--- . “ans Sha 
§ Tract #1. Date of warrant, December 19, 1737. . "ae eo 
Date of survey, Feb. 28, 1738; 224 acres. ; ‘S 2 

Tract #2. Date of warrant, Dec. 30, 1738, to Christopher = SI 
Meyer. op 

Date of resurvey, Apr. 11, 1743,. to Peter ess 

Kucher, 170 acres. 3 at 

ed 





t S aS = 


The return on these three tracts was made by Peter Kucher 
on Feb. 8, 1750, and were patented to him, by” one saan? ee 
May 8, 1751, a total of 563 acres. 
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; Tract #3. Date of warrant, Nov. 10, 1748. 
Date of survey,- Mar. 8, 1749, 169 acres. 


sow 


Tract #4. Date of warrant, June 27, 1738, to Andrew 


Weltz, 10514 acres. 
Date of survey, June 1, 1742, to Andrew 


. Weltz, 88 acres. 


«i 
. Tract #6. Date of Warrant, Apr. 28, 1756, to Peter 


Kucher. 
Date of survey. Nov. 5, 1760, to Peter Kucher, 


190 acres. 
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- The record on tracts + and 5 are somewhat confusing. The 

draft of surveys is not clear, and does not call for the same 
Pe .: amount of acreage as the patent. Return on the three tracts, 
: 4,5 and 6, was made by Kucher on April 6, 1761. 


} (These tracts, like all early patented lands, contained an allowance of six 
percent area over and above amount of acres called fcr in the patent; 
this allowance was for roads, highways. ete.) 


‘a Four of the six tracts form a part af the background for 
i the development of Lebanon city from Lincoln Avenue 
(Front Street) eastward. 


a OOO ent eres eS Boe 


?. 


Tract No. 1 and the northeastern pertion of tract No. 3 
(that portion cut off by broken lines), constituted a planta- , 
tion of 303 acres. Peter Kucher in his lifetime, November 19. 
1766, transferred it to his son. Christopher. It reverted to 
the father, who gave a mortgage deed for it to Anthony 
and Daniel Benezet, of Philadelphia; then by another deed, 
Peter Kucher, September 27, 1774, granted it to his son 
iF Gottlieb, who.was in possession of it at the time of his death. 
7 Gottlieb Kucher’s executors, December 31, 1779, sold it to 
ee. Christopher Kucher.. 
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a. The description of the 303 acre plantation shows that it 

eae had on it a grist and saw mill. The original survey of tract 
: No. 1, forming the larger portion of the 303 acre farm, shows 
faa @he course of the Quittaphailla Creek through it. The mill 
ae Be. _ was located by this stream. A somewhat detailed map by 
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Thomas Smith, year 1816, shows a mill at this location, 
being named “McLoughlan’s Mill” 


It is evident, therefore, that the southern portion of tract 
No. | and the eastern half of tract No. 3, compose the area; 
enclosed by East Cumberland Street on the north, by the 
Schaefferstown Road on the east, by Pershing Avenue on the 
south, and by Lincoln Avenue on the west,---which develop- 


ment is known as the “Heights” 


The other point of interest as related to Kucher land is 
the location of the old Hebron (Moravian) urch, and 
burial ground. ‘Fhe Lancaster County records do not con- 
tain a deed of transfer of land for said church purposes. 
There is, however, on record a deed which gives-the eastern 
and southern boundary of the church lot. On February 10, 
1776, Gottlieb Kucher and Adam Orth, son and son-in-law 
respectively, of Peter Kucher, executors of the Peter Kucher 
estate, sold a tract to John Stone,°another son-in-law. It 
consisted of about 200 acres, and was formed out of sections 
cf tracts 2, 3, 4 and 5, as is shown by the straight. line on 
the southwest and northeast boundary and by irregular 
broken lines on the other three general sides. The description, 
in the deed, of the church lot boundary is: “thence by the. 
same, west 88 perches’”’ 

Note: The continuous lines show the boundaries of the patented 
lands. The broken lines show the divisions of patented lands in the 
formation of the two plantations referred to. above. The broken lines 
also indicate the owners ef neighboring tracts insofar as they enter 


into this picture. Only such streets and avenues are indicated as will 
suffice to determine the general layout. as at present. 


The Kucher Home 


The older residents of Hebron tell of an old log home 
standing near the creek, about 150 feet west of Fifth Ave- 
nue, directly in back.of the old Fittery ice cream manufa¢tur- 
ing establishment, which is believed to have been the early . 
home of Peter Kucher. Though we cannot be. pain of 
this, we are sure of the location of his later, mansion home,.a . 
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picture of which is preserved. Dr. Croll identified this old 
relic as the Kucher home, by climbing a ladder to the roof 
of the front portico, from where he read the inscription on 
sandstones on the second story: “1761-M Peter Kucher.- 
Barbara Kucherin-”. These stones ate now imbedded in the 
wall of the Moravian Cemetery. A description of the inter- 
ior was given by Jacob Anspach, who lived there when a 
boy and who is a grandson of its last resident, Jacob 
Anspach, engineer for the Union Canal, whose widow lived 
there until 1898. 


Let us pause long enough to inspect this spacious mansion 
of Colonial days, with its two-foot walls of stone and plank 


shutters, one and one-half inches thick. We enter by the 


front door, where entered such distinguished visitors as 
Conrad Weiser and General Peter Muhlenberg, into a middle 
hall ten feet wide, with an easy central staircase of hard 
wood; then let us enter the southwest room with its decorated 
walls of beautifully carved.wood, where we can be warmed 


beside the fire of a large all-limestone open fireplace. Again 
‘entering the hall, we pass under am arch of fancy lattice 


work to the entrance of the commoner. We will then cross 
to the west side of the hall to find the kitchen, where Barbara 
Kucher and her daughters prepared the simple food on an 
open fireplace for the household and the always welcome 
visitors. Now let us ascend this easy staircase and go from 
one large room to another; two on either side of the hall with 
a stone fireplace in each room. Then by a stairway in the 
upper hall, let us saunter to the attic to see the large solid oak 
rafters. Descending the stairway we are told all floors are 
of solid oak planks, one and one-half inches thick. By the 
stairway of the lower hall or by the outside stone steps, now 
worn by age, we go to the cellar for a drink of fresh water 
from the sparkling spring, as much of the cellar floor is a 
heavy plank covering over water. Here was ample room 
for milk storage and for a sufficient supply of fresh water 
during Indian raids, which were frequent during the time 
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the home was being built. An opening in the floor of the hall 
tells of the existence of a pump in earlier days. 


Peter Kucher was an active, enterprising, and Christian 
man: when a settler he was a farmer and blacksmith. As 
early as-1749 he opened a quarry and furnished the stone for 
the church. Besides being owner of a vast home plantation 
and of numerous additional tracts and lots of land, he owned 
and operated a grist mill and saw mill, both located along 
the creek between Front Street and his mansion home. 
Besides clearing the land, sawing timber into boards, and 
cultivating his plantation, he was active in political and relig- 
ious circles, as we shall see later. He was friegtlly and gen- 
erous, a type similar to that of Conrad Weiser, of whom 


he was probably a close friend. 


He was sympathetic with cenit gave shelter to those who 
suffered during the French and Indian War, and saw the 
Revolutionary War clouds gather; but before the Declara- 
tion of Independence was signed,son the morning of Christ- 
mas Eve, 1774, Peter Kucher’s useful and noble life closed. 
We are told by his pastor. Brother Bader. that he “Fell 
gently asleep at half-past eleven o'clock, at peace with his 
Savior and his fellow men, aged sixty-four years, seven 
months and eleven days.’ He was buried on Christmas Day 
at two o'clock, after funeral services in the church to which 
he had contributed so much and loved and served. so well. 
We are told “Had it not been for the snow and rain, the 
services would have been held outside, as the church was 


filled, and many stood outside in the rain’, 


spect to so noble a Christian friend. 


to show their re- 


Will of Peter Kucher, Lebanon, Pa. 


Book C. Vol. 1, page 210, Lancaster County Records 

In THE NaME oF Gop, Amen.. I, Peter Kucher, of Leb- 
anon Township in.the County of Lancaster and Province 
of Pennsylvania, Yeoman, being very sick and weak in body, 


but of sound and disposing mind, memory and understand- 
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ing. do make and publish this my last Will and Testament 
in the Manner and Form, following:---To-wit, Imprimis, | 
give and bequeath to my beloved wife Barbara the sum of 
two hundred pounds that is to say two of the bonds for one 
hundred pounds each, payable to me by my son, Gottlieb, 
and which | intend to assign to my said wife. I also give and 
bequeath unto my said wife Barbara all and singular the 
rent charges issuing out of my forty-three out lots joining 
the town of Lebanon and out of the four empty inn lots and 
two other inn lots with the houses thereon situate in the said 
town, which she shall have receive and enjoy until such time 
or times as the same shall be sold as hereinafter directed. 
I further give and bequeath unto my said wife the chest of 


drawers, two chests with all my linnen cloth and iron stove | 
-upstairs in my dwelling house. my two smallest brass kettles, 


pepper mill, coffee mill, eight white plates. tea equipage, 
and also other kitchen furniture and household goods as she 
shall stand in need of or reasonably want. I also give and 
bequeath unto my said wife one of my cows, to take her 
choice. I also give and assign my servant maid to my said 
wife, to her or her assigns to serve out the remainder of her 
term of servitude. I further give and bequeath unto my said 
wife Barbara, during her life, my old dwelling housé on the 
land which I intend to grant to my son Gottlieb, and the 
garden belonging to the same, and five apple trees to take her 
choice in the old orchard joining the same premises. And my 
said son Gottlieb, his heirs and assigns, shall also render, 
deliver and perform to my said wife all and singular the 
privileges, articles and services, mentioned and specified in 
an article of agreement made between me and my said son 
Gottlieb, bearing date the eighteenth day of August last past 
which shall be in full for her dower or thirds in my whole 
estate both real and personal except what hereinafter 
shall be given and bequeathed to her and whereas my eldest 
son Christopher hath already been allowed and has received 
a larger part of his portion in the lands which he purchased 
of me about eight years ago, I therefore give and bequeath 
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unto my said son Christopher the sum of three hundred 
pounds lawful money of Pennsylvania to be paid to him 
within six years after my death together with what shall be 
hereinafter bequeathed to him my said son Christopher shall 
be in full for his share or portion in my whole estate both real 
and Personal, and whereas I have lately granted and 
conveyed unto my son-in-law Adam Orth, several lots, 
houses and Pieces of lands in and near the town of Lebanon 
in which I allowed him some part of his wife's portion but not 
equal to my other sons-in-law, I therefore give and bequeath 
unto said Adam Orth, the sum of three hundred pounds 
lawful money of Pennsylvania; viz, ghe hundred pounds 
one year after my death, one hundred pounds two years 
thereafter, and one hundred pounds three years after my 
death, and whereas I have also lately given granted and con- 
firmed unto my son-in-law Balthazar Orth a certain tract of 
land in Lebanon Township aforesaid in which land I have 
allowed him the said Balthazar Orth, almost his wife's whole 
portion in my estate but having promised to give him the old 
[>--elling House joining the same and about two acres of land 7 
but as the same.will not suit for the other Plantation that ; AB 
joins it I therefore give and bequeath unto the said Balthazar A 
Orth, (in right of his wife and in lieu of the said Old Dwell- at 
ing House) the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds to be 
paid within four years next after my death. 
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Item, it is my Will and I do order that my Executors here- 
inafter named shall put on interest the sum of eight hundred 
pounds, as soon as the same comes to their hands, the 
interest thereof shall be yearly paid to my son Peter who is | 
simple and uncapable of managing for himself and that the 
interest aforesaid shall be paid to.my wife as long as she 
lives for the use of my said son Peter who shall receive the 
came of her or so much thereof as he shall have occasion for 
and he shall remain and work for his mother so long as she 
lives, after her death my said son Peter, shall be put to 
Bethlehem under the care of the Moravian Brethern, if he 


l 
t 
‘inclines to go there and if the congregation there admits him, = | 
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the aforesaid interest to be paid him yearly so long as he liv® 
and in case my said son Peter, shall happen to marry and 
obtain consent of his Mother or the consent of my Executors 
or the approbation of the Minister and Elders of the cong- 
regation of Moravians at Hebron in Lebanon aforesaid then 
and in such case my said son Peter, shall receive the sum of 
eight hundred pounds aforesaid and not otherwise. And in 
case my said son Peter should happen to die before my wife 
then she shall have the interest of the aforesaid sum of eight 
ttundred pounds during her lifetime and whenever my said 
son Peter dies if he shall die without being married in the 
manner aforesaid and without lawful issue, it may be 
sooner or later, then the said sum of eight hundred pounds 
shall descend to and I hereby bequeath the same unto all my 
children to be equally divided between them. And whereas 
I intend to execute a Deed. to my son Gottlieb, for the 
Messuage Mills and tract offland whereon I now live and 
have allowed my said son Gottlieb, the greatest part of his 
portion in the same premesis I therefore give and bequeath 


unto my said son Gottlieb, my servant boy, viz, the Miller 


to serve him or his assigns the remainder of his term of servi- 
tude. I further give and bequeath to my said son Gottlieb, 
my large musical clock, he paying for the same the sum of 
seventy-five pounds lawful money of Pennsylvania and that 
my said son Gottlieb, shall have and receive all the Articles, 
particulars, and things mentioned and by me dgreed to be 
delivered to him in the aforesaid article agreement. Item, 
I giva and bequeath unto my said son-in-law John Stone, his 
heirs and assigns forever all that certain Plantation or Tract 
of land whereon the said John Stone, now lives, it being 
situate in Lebanon Township aforesaid containing about two- 
hundred acres, he paying for |the same the sym of eight 
hundred pounds, to wit, three hundred pounds to Andreas 
Graeff, with its interest and five hundred pounds lawful 
money of Pennsylvania to my Executors in six months after 
my death, on the payment whereof I authorize my executors 
or survivors of them to execute a good Deed to the said John 


et 
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Stone, for the said premesis with the appurtenances, provide 3 
always that if the aforesaid sum of eight hundred pounds ia 
shall not be paid by said John Stone, at the time and in the 1 


manner aforesaid then I do hereby authorize and empower 

my executors or the survivors thereof to sell and dispose of ii 
the said Tract of land by way of Public Vendue as soon as | 

they shall think proper and the same to sell and convey to 

such person or persons as shall purchase the same in such i 
manner as will vest a fee simple estate in such purchase or HF 
purchases and that out of the purchase money for the same & 

my said executors shall pay the said John Stone, and Barbara 
his wife the sum of money hereinafter ynentioned to be paid 
them in yearly payments which shal] be in full for the share 
and portion-of my said son-in-law John Stone and Barbara 
his wife of in to and out of the whole of my Real Estate. 


Item, It is further my Will and I do order authorize and 4 : 
empower my executors or survivors of them to sell and dis- 
pose of either by Public orPrivate Sale all those my aforesaid i 
cut lots or rent charges, Inn lots, and houses in and near the 
town of Lebanon, also the tract of Land joining the out lots | 
and to the said land of Jacob Swoope and others and all the Ie 
Tract of land situate over the Blue Mountains in Berks 
ccunty joining the lands of Christopher Sower and 
Christopher Crawford and all other my other land and lots 
not yet disposed of to any person or persons for the -best 
price or prices they can get for the same. .............02.... 7 

Lastly, I do nominate constitute and appoint my said son . 
Gottlieb and my son-in-law, Adam Orth, executors. is 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
this twenty-sixth day of September in the year of Our Lord : 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four. at 


PETER KUCHER A 





HERMANUS SCHELL) Wit Al 
itnesses 4g 
JOHN THOME § am 


The above is copied verbatim until that point where exe- : iF 
cutors are mentioned. About a third of the will, between 
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these two items, is not included in the above. The omitted» 
portion has to do with disposal of lots. It contains no new 
information on the family, except to mention that Rosina, a. 
daughter, is married to Balthazar Orth. 


I have not used capital letters as they appear in the will. 4. 


A codicil was added two days after the will was made, 
but it does not greatly alter the facts of the will. 


The will was probated February 8, 1775. 


Family of Peter Kucher 


Peter and Barbara were the parents of ten children, four 
of whom died in childhood and two in unmarried manhood; 
four were married, and, with their children, are prominent in 
this history in the later develgpment of the Kucher planta- 
tion. 


The children of Peter Kucher are all buried on the Mora- 
vian cemetery, with the exception of the eldest son, Chris- 


_ topher, and one daughter, Eva Barbara Stone, and are here 


listed in order as to date of birth-and death: John France, 
1736-1748; Anna Catharine Orth, 1738-1794; Rosina Orth, 
1741-1814; John Peter, 1743-1783; George, 1747-1748; Johan 
Michael, 1749-1751; Gottlieb, 1753-1776; Elizabeth, 1755- 
1755. Christopher and Eva Barbara are unknown. 


In 1757, Anna Catharine married Adam Orth, a promi- 
nent fhan in his day. . He served in the French and Indian 
War, and became Sub-Lieutenant of Lebanon County in 
1777, with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He assisted in 
the organization of Associated Battalions, and in the early 
part of the Revolutionary War was active in hoth federal 
and local politics, being a member of the General Assembly 
in 1789-90. As a Provost Marshal. with Washington at 
Trenton, it is said he was instrumental in having the Hessian 
prisoners sent to Lebanon, and he is known to have escorted 
them there. | 
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On the license list of 1786 his name appears as thatof an ss 
innkeeper. In April, 1793, he purchased the New Market | 
Forge near Annville, and in partnership with his son-in-law, 
David Krause, he operated it until the time of his death, when 
it was sold to his son, Henry Orth. Adam Orth and his wife, 

- Anna Catharine, both died in 1794, within two months of 
each other. They had three sons and six daughters. The 
eldest son, John, was a Lieutenant in First Company, Second 
Battalion, Lancaster County Militia, on duty in Northumber- = 
land County, against the Indians during the fall and winter ad 
of 1780. Their daughter, Catharine, married Colonel John 
Gloninger, and was the mother of Rev. Philip Gloninger, who 
later figures prominently in this histag’4y as the owner of the. 
Gloninger farm. Another daughter, Elizabeth, married John 
Keller, the saddler. Their youngest daughter, Rosina, mar- ze 

‘ried David Krause, a captain in the Revolutionary War, 2 
Fourth Company, Second Battalion, Lancaster County Militia - 
in 1780. This. was the David Krause who in-1797 owned 3 
land southeast of the Moravian Church property, probably et 
having come into possession of it- following the ownership 

_of John Stone and Barbara Kucher, his wife, to whom it was 
willed by Reter Kucher. They had two sons, who became 
prominent: David Krause, Jr., private secretary to Governor 
Schultze, and John, Attorney General of Pennsylvania, ai 
father of Mrs. Mish, and early owner of the Krause Farm. | 
Catharine, daughter of David Krause, Sr., married Jacob 
Greenawalt, son and executor of the Philip Greenawalt, Jr., 
estate, who will be referred to later as a land owner. It is 7 
worthy of note that John Gloninger and David Krause, the 2 
husbands of two grandchildren of' Peter Kucher, should be 
the associate judges at the first court of Lebanon County. e 
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Rosina Kucher, another Deane of Peter Rochen was uy 
married to Balthazer Orth, Jr., brother of Adam Orth, and a 
Captain of First Company, Second Battalion, Lantaster > 
County Militia» in the Revoluntionary. War. ~ This i§ the ’ 
Balzar Orth to- whom the ‘‘Moravian Chronicle” refers. as 
living on land near and adjoining | the. -Moravian Church 
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e during the Revolutionary War, and not Balzar Orth, Sr.,ghe 

¥ settler, who according to Rev. Gibble’s surveys resided near 
i Quentin. 

7 After the war, Balthazar @rth probably devoted his time ‘ 
ti to the tilling of soil, as little is known of his activities be- | 
< sides those as owner of the Orth plantation, northeast of 
a the Moravian Church. 

Lf 

a Balthazar Orthidied ni 1794, and his wife, Rosina, in 
KE 1814; they had five sons and four daughters. In the admin- 
istrators’ return of Balzar Orth and his widow,’ Rosina’ Orth, 
ay the names of the following children are given: Gottlieb, 
a Joseph, Mrs. Barbara Orth Morret Light, Mrs. Christine 
=o Imhoff, and Mrs. Hanna Witmer.(*) ; 

ed | The youngest son of Gottlieb Orth was admitted to the 


bar and was sent as United States Ambassador to Austria 

during the administration of President Grant. Upon his 
7 

return to America, he removed to Lafayette, Indiana, where 


he died. 


Babee married Matthias Morret, by. whom she had a 
| daughter, Elizabeth, who married John Eckel. After Morret’s 
death she married Martin Light son of Henry of the Old 
Fort, by whom she had a son, Orth Light. 


















Little is known of Gottlieb Kucher, son of Peter Kucher, 
besides what we learn from his father’s will, as he died two 
years after the father’s death. Rev. John Casper Stover 
records the marriage in 1766 of Johannes Stein and Eva 
Barbara Kucher. Both the deed for the land and the will of 
Peter Kucher give the name of this son-in-law as Stone, but 
3 the two names refer to the same person. The grave of this 
i] a daughter is not found on the Moravian cemetery, and its 
| location is unknown. 


it . ® Christopher Kucher, member of Legislature, years 1779- 


SF be | 
a. 


(*) Book F. pp. 192-3-4. i ; | i ve 
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80-81-82, referred to in Peter Kucher’s will as his eldest ‘son, 
was a member of the Salem Lutheran Church. The Declara- 
tion of Trust of Salem Church was witnessed and delivered 
in the presence of Christopher Kucher, John Fay, and John 
Thome, July 30, 1765. (**) Further proof of this part is 
given by Dr. Schmauk in “Old Salem”, and in Rev, Muh- 
lenberg’s record of thirteen baptisms and five deaths in 1773, 


which included children of Christopher Kucher. Christopher. 


Kucher and wife, Margaret, are listed in the communicants’ 
list of 1773, and on May 27, 1787, he participated in the 
confirmation service when Philip Kucher, who was probably 


his son, was confirmed. He served in the Revolutionary . 


War, his name being among tho enlisted from Salem 
‘Church. He may be buried in the cemetery adjoining the 


churzh; however, his name cannot be found on stones that 


are legible. 


Hebron in the French and Indian War: 

Five years after the Moravians at Hebron had erected their 
church and George Steitz had surveyed his farm into lots for 
the town of Lebanon, the peace of the settlers was disturbed 
by the horrible cruelties and massacres of the Indians, com-* 
mitted upon the settlers at “The Hole” or “Swatara Gap.” 
Captain H. M. M. Richards estimates the total number of 
victims of these raids in Lebanon County to be one hundred 
and fifty. From 1755 to 1763 the northern section of the 
ccunty was in constant danger of the Indians’ tomahawk 
and scalping-knife: and the Hebron community, while only 
infrequently visited, was by no means exempt from the 
horrors of Indian raids. 


After Braddock’s defeat, Indian scalping parties swarmed 
into the county through the Swatara Gap. Among the first 
to suffer were the Bethel Moravians and the Brethren at 
‘Heidelberg. On June 26, 1756, four members of the Bethel 
Church were killed and scalped and were buried on. ‘Sumllay, 7 
June 27, in the ' ‘Gottes Acker.” 


(**) Lancaster Chant Deed Book H..p. egos 
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In the fall of 1756 word was received that “The Wildena» 
were moving southward. Fearful of danger the women and 
children took refuge in the Hebron Church and the Kucher 
Home. Scouting parties “aS organized, and a ‘skirmish 
between the settlers and Indian's took place about two miles 
northeast of Moravian Church, in dN G one settler and two 
Indians were killed. 


~ 


After much discussion, the settlers buried the Indians in 
unhallowed ground in the extreme northeast corner of the 
cemetery. Their graves are now marked by a suitable stone. 

On May 16, 1757, in full sight of his wife and children 
Johannes Spitler, a member of the Hebron Church, was 
killed and scalped by “The Wilden.”” His body was brought 
to Hebron for interment, his grave being number twenty- 
eight. Within six months, his father died, having paid the 
tremendous price of a hard pioneer life and with a_ heart 
broken by grief for his son. Beside the grave of Spitler, Sr., 
is the grave of Christian Binner, also a victim of grief for his 
captured wife who never returned. 

On Christmas day, 1755, the Hebron Brethren decided 
that a guard to patrol a territory two miles long and one mile 
wide, should be set under the care of Kucher and Heterich. 
Balthazer Orth, Sr., was to look after the neighborhood. and 
arrangements were made to house some of: the fleeing 
Swatara Moravian families. Two days later Kucher and 
Heckendorn, with other neighbors, cut down the woods 
around the Hebron Church. The church windows were 
closed half. way up with heavy timber, and the same precau- 
tions were taken at Kucher’s home, as these two places were 
used as refuge. ? 


oad 


On January 7, 1756, the governor himself came through 


_ Hebron from Philadelphia with twelve gentlemen, an escort 
_ of seventy men, and thirty additional guards. He was on his 


‘way to Susquehanna to make peace with the Indians, and 
probably was entertaned by Peter Kucher, as it was the 
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latter's custom to entertain visiting missionaries, ministers, 
and public men. 


In February “Bethel and Hanover called upon the Quito- 
pahilla for help and all the men in Lebanon township came 


together at Kucher’s for consultation.” We know that the 


Hebron community bore its share of the anguish of this 
terrible war, the history of which is more fully written by 


Captain H. M. M. Richards. 


Hebron in the Revolution 
Scarcely had they recovered from the horrors of the French 


and Indian war, when on ‘‘June 25, f’74, a meeting of the 


inhabitants of Lebanon and the adjoining township was held 
at the house of Captain Greenawalt, in Lebanon, to take into 
Serious consideration ‘the state of public affairs.” Major 
John Philip de Haas was President and John Light was 
Secretary. It was unanimously declared and resolved: 


Ist. That the late act ef the British Parliament, by which 
the port of Boston is shut up, is an act oppressive to the people 
of that city, and subversive .of the rights of the inhabitants 
of America. its 


2nd. That while we profess to be loyal subjects of Great 
Britain, we shall not submit to unjust and inquitous laws, 
as we are not slaves,.but freemen. 


3rd. - That we are in favor of a Congress of Deputies, who. 
will act in behalf of the people for obtaining a redress of their 
grievances. 


4th. That we will act with the inhabitants of other 
portions of our country in such measures as will preserve to 
us our rights and our liberties. 


Sth. That our countrymen of the city of Boston have our: 
sincerest sympathy, that their cause is the common cause of 
America. ; 


r 


Philip Greenawalt, Thomas Clark, Michael Ley, Killian 
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Long, and Curtis Grubb were appointed a committee to @» 
collect contributions for the suffering brethren. 


This together with other important Revolutionary history 
is found recorded in the Hebron Diary, as it was the custom 
to record public events. i 


Even though the Moravian principles made the people 
noncombatants, they were truly patriotic, as was proved. on 
Wednesday, May 10, 1775, when because of ‘great alarm 
in town, all men from fifteen to fifty years, are expected to 
register themselves; two companies are ready. The brethren 
ask for advice, and that is hard to give.” 


stn anh chia oe ee 
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Love for their county was great, and we find them enlisting 
in the continental army, and we learn by further mention in 
the Hebron Diary that, ‘1776 March 3d. (Sunday) Mr. de 
Haas came before preaching d bade Brother Bader an 
affectionate farefell .. . "1776 March 7th. Early this mor- 
ning Mr. de Haas, ith a strong escort, passed here on his 
ere He gave another look at the house, saw Brother 

nd Sister Bader, and once more they sent each other a 
cordial greeting’ 
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The companies drilled in Brother Orth’s field opposite the 
Gemein-haus, and on July 14, 1776, the Hebron Diary re- 
cords “The battalion received positive orders not to march 
out until after the public divine worship of the brethren, who 
were not to be disturbed, was ended.” 


SPT Sa 


31 When the time came to leave for the seat of war, there 
were many Moravian members among the soldiers, as is 
shown by. an entry in the Diary, displaying no spirit of com- 
plaint: ““The song service is held in the house, because so 
many of the brethren are in the army.” Brother-Bader also 
records numerous calls by the brethren to bid their pastor an 

® “affectionate farewell, for who could know whether they 
should ever return.’ 






Pre ere save Anat fe bee 


On August 27, 1777, the first company of Hessians, three 
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hundred and forty in number, arrived in charge of Colonel 


Curtis Grubb and were assigned to the Moravian Church; 
only two hundred were placed in the church as the rest were 
sent to the Reformed Church in Lebanon. 


Brother Bader, then pastor of the Moravian Church, re- 
mained living in his apartments and records many events of 
their conduct; they destroyed fences and property and acted 


“shamefully, as they certainly would not dared to have done 


in Hasse at the parsonage.” They remained here. until 
October 29, when they were removed to the Lutheran Church 
in town, only to return again on November 17, so as to permit 
the Lutheran Church to be used as a powgler magazine. ‘They 
remained until March-1, 1778, when they were taken - away. 
Despite. the. annoyance they caused Brother Bader and the 
privations they endured.as prisoners, he records ‘many of 
them bade us a cordial farewell and wept much.” hala 


The leaving of the Hessian prisoners did not restore the 
church to the congregation fdr a place of worship, as scarcely 
had they left when on April 29, several wagonloads of 
powder were brought for storage; admission being refused, 
they broke open the doors and unloaded the powder in the 
church and brethren’s hall. This being too much for the 
settlers, they sent a committee of Adam Orth and Christopher 
Kucher to the Board of War at York Pennsylvania, to 
ask to have the powder ‘removed. The ammunition was re- 
moved May 4, and Iess dangerous supplies were stored in 
the church. 


The Diary records Mother Kucher as gee given Major 
DeHaas a “‘terrible lecture’” when it was apparent that the 
living quarters of Brother Bader should also be used for war 
purposes, 


Among, the prominent Revolutionary soldiers, mentor of = 
the Hebron>- Church | and community, were Adam tand 


Balthazar Orth; Jr., .husbands: of ‘the Kucher sisters; ~ 
Lieutenant John Orth, ‘son of Adam Orth; on Buehler; eke 
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and Captain John Stone, husband of E. B. Kycher. All 
except the last-named, together with about four others, are 
buried on the Moravian Cemetery. 


ry On the 19th of October, Lord Cornwallis surrendeged at 
- Yorktown. It took several days for the news to reach Leba- 
: ‘non, but when it did come, the town celebrated, as is seen in 
| the “Hebron Chronicle”. “October 25, the bells at the 
Lutheran and Reformed Churches commenced ringing, and 
frightful firing which continued into the day, also at several 
times during the day. The reason given was that an express 
had arrived at midnight with the news at Christian Kucher’s 
that the English General Cornwallis with all his men were 
taken prisoners in Virginia.” _ 


~The Chronicle records for September 16, 1779. “There 
was considerable dissatisfaction this fall at the taxation ren- 
dered necessary by tHe war. Adam Orth, Kucher and Uhler 
go about writing up, people's property to tax them.” . And 
again on June 13, 1781, “The taking of property for tax has 
Apa again.” 
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Development in East Lebanon 


When the war was over, the attention of the people was 
turned to internal development of their country. Little is 
known of the activities of the Hebron community, as the 
center of business and public life was in Lebanon. The com- 
munity remained largely a ag section for the néxt one 
hundred years. 


Seg paAe TE 


ald 


ASe= dee se 


PES NN RY SIMO IA RTE Te 


Three important transportation enterprises passed through 
-the original Kucher farm. The Berks and Dauphin turnpike 
constructed in 1816-1817 at the cost of $3,800 per mile con- 
nected them with Reading and Harrisburg. The old union 
canal was completed in 1826, the first boat passing up’ its 
waterway being the “Alpha of the Tulpenhocken.” And in 
the mid-century, during the year of 1858 the bspanon Valley 
Railway was opened for traffic. 
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TOP—Goodman Home, where resided Moloy Engineer for Union Canal, 
located Frunt Street back of Steam House. 
CENTER—Krause Farm House. 
LOWER—Fox Home on South Side. 
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Peter Kucher in his lifetime or. by will apportioned hi 
home plantation. He must have been in poor health for some 
time before he died, as we find him conveying land to his 


sons and sons-in-law. 


Peter Kucher by two eerie: one of them dated April 
25, 1774, and the other dated May 27, 1774, both of them re- 
corded in the office for the recording of déeds for County of 
Dauphin, (*) ‘did sell and convey 189 acres of land unto 
Baltzer Orth in Fee, and Gottlieb Orth, Joseph Orth, and 
Henry Imhoff, administrators of the said. Baltzer Orth by 
their indenture dated April 15, 1797, in pursuance of the 
contract entered, December 11, 1789, into by and. between 
the said Baltzer Orth and his son-in-law, Matthias Morret 
in Fee who died intestate leaving issue, an only daughter" 


- Elizabeth, Wife of John Eckels and the said John Eckel and 


Elizabeth his wife by their indenture bearing date of 23d of 
September, 1813, did sell and « convey the above described 
tract or piece of land with fappurtenance unto the said 
Andrew Shultze.” (**) On October 8, 1813, Andrew 
Shul Itze again conveyed this tract of land of 114 acres and 


102 perches to-John Eckel, merchant, beginning at corner of 


Martin Imhoff, on the east and north, and the land jof the 
Schuylkill and Susquehanna Navigation Company, on the 
west, and David Krause and the Moravian land on the south. 
On July 27, 1791, Baltzer Orth and wife Rosina conveyed 
land to Martin Imhoff; this tract was sold during their life- 
time and was the east portion of the Orth plantation. 


Barbara Morret and Philip Greenawalt, administrators of 
Matthias Morret, March 30, 1797, conveyed one acre and 91 
perches to Henry Imhoff, who by. assignment conveyed it to 
Martin Imhoff; in 1801 it was sold to John Imhoff. Henry 
Imhoff was married to Christiana Orth, granddaughter of 
Peter Kucher: 


\ ‘ia 
Tract No. 1 and the northeast portion of No. 3, consisting 


(mp BaskBe vena yas! 
(**) Book A. pp. 22-23. 
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of 303 acres in Rev. Gibble’s diagram, which were deeded to 
his son Gottlieb and on December 31, 1779, sold to his eldest 
son Christopher Kucher, were purchased in 1793 by the 
Schuylkill and Susquehanna Navigation Company for 
canal purposes. The history of this purchase will be written 
more fully by Rev. J. G. Francis in his paper on the canal; 
however, we must refer to it because of the land ownership. 

The canal company was. unable to hold all the land pur- 
chased, and on July 31, 1797, (***) it granted to the presi- 
dent, directors, and company of the Bank of North America 
a tract of land in Dauphin County consisting of 184 acres 
and 22 perches, which is known as the Kucher Mill tract, and | 
extended north of the Quittapahillg’ from Lincoln Avenue 
east to the Baltzer Orth tract of land or the line of the 
Moravian Church. This tract of land was held by the bank 
of North America until May 4, 1813, when it was sold to 


William Witman, Jr., Esquire, of Reading fore LL. 589.00 
(*). .The records reveal-the canal company retaining some 
of the first Kucher land purchase, as the deed reads “All this 
land except'that laid out and occupied by the bed and towing 
path of the canal and the waters of the conduits. drains, 
water courses then made or intended to be made by filling and 
suppling the canal with free engress, egress for opening, re- 
pairing and keeping in order the said conduits, water courses 
for filling and supplying the said canal as the same has been 
laid out and constructed or (were) to be constructed by the 
said company and their engineers with liberty of taking 
materials of earth, stone, gravel or clay for keeping the-same. 
in repair from any part or parts of the said grounds and 

premises where most convenient.” 5 


This Kucher Mill tract north of the creek, less 70 acres to ) 
the northwest, with additional acreage on the northeast, was 


known later as the Gloninger Farm, and is now East Leba- 
non, north of the. Se Sai ‘Creek. 


aon 
= ‘ 


(7720 Book K: on lapa22: Davphi County R Records. 
(*) Book A. pp: 6-9. f 
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It is evident that Willigm Witman owned this land at the 
time of his death, whereas the “Administrators of William 
Witman, Esquire, of Reading, on April 3, 1829, for $2150.00 
conveyed to George Schott a tract of land, consisting of 70 
acres 17 perches which on July 31, $797, fell to the Bank of 
North America from the defunct Schuylkill and Susquehanna 
Navigation Company . 


On April 4, 1831, George Schott conveyed 12 acres 149 
perches south of the canal bed and east of Lincoln Avenue, 
to Rev. Felix Light, who in his will dated October 15, 1836, 
with an additional clause dated May 5, 1838, devised three 
tracts of land to his youngest son, Joseph, who became pro- 
prietor of them on February 22, 1842, for $2,000.00, paid to 
the executors of Felix Light, and the same day Joseph Light 
conveyed all three tracts for $4,500.00 to George W. Kline, 
Esquire. (“*) At the time of this transaction, this tract of 
12 acres and 149 perches includedfa log dwelling house and 
a log stable, now or late in the occupancy of George Bleis- 
tine.” (***) The Kline farm was purchased for develop- 
mentias a part of North Lebanon Township, east of Lebanon, 
by Samuel L. Light. a 


Five years after the opening of the Union Canal, Rev. Felix 
Light on August 19, 1831, for one dollar granted to George 
W. Kline ground for a roadway from the canal to the 
Dauphin Turnpike 10 feet wide and 700 feet long. This 
was the opening of Lincoln Avenue, which was termed in a 
deed, dated March 30, 1871, as ‘Steam House Road’, and 
is the west border of the Kucher lands. 


On October 14, 1833, John Krause and wife Elizabeth 
conveyed to. the Union Canal Company 2.24 acres of land 
east of the Felix Light land or Front Street, “along line of 
Foundation”, (meaning the foundation of the feedér which 
extended from the pumping station along the creek at Front 
Street) and north to the canal; also on May 1, 1839, he con- 


(**) Book T.-2. pp. 536-8. 
(‘"**)«\ Book. K. ip. 450; 
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veyed 26 acres 126 perches, extending from Front Street, 
east to Morret property, which was on the line of the Mora- 
vian Church, north of the creek and‘ the Philip Greenawalt 
land. The two purchases will be referred to more fully ‘by 
Rev. Francis in his paper on the canal. The John Krause of 
this land transaction was a son of the David Krause, son-in- 


law of Adam Orth. 





It is not definitely known who was the owner of the re- ich 
mainder of the Kucher Mill tract south of the Creek and east ”. 
to the Moravian Church, after Christopher Kucher, but land aes 
surveys lead us to believe that the portion not purchased by al 
the canal company was. conveyed a Philip Greenawalt, © | 
because his executors conveyed this land to Conrad Reber _ . ad 
and Mathias Richards on November 19, 1835, who jointly } 
on March 20, 1851, conveyed 56 acres 130 perches, beginning 
at the southeast. corner of Pike and Water Streets, Hebron, | 
west to George Spang. (*) At the same time 10 acres and A 
2 perches were conveyed to John D. Krause. (**) 243 


| 
| 
| 

On April 1, 1854, Solomon McCauley~ purchased the 
George Spang tract of 56 acres and 130 perches for a 
$7,953.75, and the John Krause tract of 10 acres 2 perches “4 
for $1050.00; and furthermore on the same date purchased | 
land from George Hoffman, containing 4 acres 157 perches | 
for $697.37, on the north side of the pike, adjoining the 4 
Union Canal tract on the north, the Mill Road on the east, - a 
and land of Charles Greenawalt, later DeHuff, or First. < 
Avenue on the west. i 


These three tracts of land purchased by Solomon Mc-~ 
Cauley were conveyed on April 14, 1862, to John D. Krause, 
and with several other purchases were known as “The 
Krause Farm”, made up of five tracts of land ‘on the south 
side of the Pike. (1) Solomon McCauley and wife Catharine, 
April 14, 1862, 10 acres 2 perches; (2) also 56: actes 130 
perches; (3) Andrew Fox and wife Catharine, Septémber 
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16, 1867, 10 acres 48 peeches: (4) premises which Daniel 
Folmer and wife Barbara. March 18, 1871, sold to George 
Krause in trust for Krause heirs of 6 acres 40 perches; (5) 
George Meily, executor of Adam Weaber, deceased, March 
30, 1872. also to George Krause, aonsisting of 6 acres 48 
perches. On the north side of the pike were fourteen ad- = 
ditional acres belonging to the Krause farm, which were sold 


to Henry T. Hoffman. 


<acern, 


“Sweet Home’ the Hoffman Addition 


Ned Leak kel, aed 


John D. Krause purchased these tracts of land to develop 
and intended to build one-and-a-half-story houses, a type 
e.. of house he was known tc have built. He, however, never 
built on this plot, and it remained a farm until, according to 
a deed on the writer's property, a part of the Hoffman plot, 
“the widow and heirs of John D. Krause on April 1, 1871, 
for $2100.00 granted and confirmed unto Henry T. Hoff- 
man” a tract of 4 acres 110 perches, which extended from 
Meiley Alley or First Avenue to the Mill Road or Priscilla 
Alley bordered on the south by the Pike and on the north by 
the canal land. This tract Hoffman surveyed into lots of 25 
feet each. The first homes built on the Henry Hoffman ad- 
dition were those of Bowers and Sanders on the east corner 
of the Mill Road, now Priscilla Alley. Sanders was the 
manager of the Gable and Longenecker planing mill at Front 
and Cumberland Streets, and Bowers was. a_ carpenter. 
Samuel Spangler, another contractor, soon built three homes 
along Cumberland Street, his residence on the west corner 
of Hoffman Street and two to the east of Hoffman Street. 
We later find him actively building homes on East Weid- 
| man Street, east of Fifth Avenue, on several lots he had 
| purchased from H. H. Light. Jacob Sanders was known as 


the ‘“Mayor of Sweet Home” until he built his mansion on 


3 @ ‘The Heights.” 
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‘This Hoffman locality grew rapidly, and by 1885 the entire 
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Home’. It was so called because the daughter of Bowers 
played with one finger on the melodian the only music she 
knew, ‘Home, Sweet Home’”’ 


In 1882 Daniel Levan established a fertilizer plant on Hoft- 
man Street, a little south of the creek, and within the next 
few years he built most of the homes on Hoffman Street. 
After the death of Daniel Levan on November 8, 1909, his 
lands were taken over by his son Harry and daughter Susan. 
Susan Levan sold her share in the business, and the titles to 
the property on Hoffman Street and to the Jonestown 
rendering plant and farm were issued to Harry D. Levan 
as sole owner on January 26, 1916. Following the death of 
Harry D. Levan, the business was incorporated in 1930 with 
Harry R. Levan as president. The latter died on June 30, 
1934. The majority of stockholders are men from Balti- 
more: Miss Elizabeth E. Fisher, vice-president and treasurer, 
who is now manager, is the only woman in the United States 
managing a fertilizer works. The present production is ten 
thousand tons a year. 

The “Sweet Home” community developed, schools were 
erected, and in 1891 the trolley line to Avon .was constructed 
on Cumberland Street, which gave the residents of Hebron 
conveninent access to the business centers of Lebanon. This 
electric street railway company was the third electric trolley 
line to secure a state charter. The American Iron and Steel 
Company located along Lincoln Avenue was also an induce- 
ment for the population io move eastward. 


Modern Hebron 


Even though in July, 1761, the Moravians, encouraged by 
the activities of: Steitz, “surveyed and laid out a town on a 
tract of fifty acres, on the south side of the Quittapahilla 
Creek, which. they called Hebron”, with the exception of a 
dozen old leg: flouses, the town did not develop until hearly 
a hundred years later, when Daniel Folmer purchased the: 
Moravian Church land. From the original , deed 1 now: in. pos- 
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session of Aaron Folmer, grandson of Daniel Folmer, Sr., we 
read ‘Philip H. Goepp and Frederica B. his wife by inden- 
ture dated March 28, 1855 for consideration therein named 
did grant and confirm unto said Daniel Folmer—for 
$4,350.00". (*) With this purchase he became owner of 
the stone church building and a log home at the corner of 
Cumberland and Water Streets, which in 1906 was modern- 
ized and converted into a hotel by his son Daniel Folmer, Jr. 
Daniel Folmer, Sr., started in his business without capital, a 
friend lending him the money without a note or any security. 
His land extended from Water Street to Sixth Avenue, and 
from Cumberland Street to Walnut Street. The Folmer 
carpenter shop and coach works became a large establish- 
ment. His shops included a paint shop, covering the front- 
age of four houses to the alley: his storage and warehouse 


was across the street, between the old Fittery home and the 
store at Fifth Avenue and East Cuntberland Street. He was 
an energetic man and built the homes on his land, now 
Moravian and Water Streets, and even bought land on the 
north side of the street which he also developed. We are 
safe in saying Daniel Folmer built on the lots laid out one 
hundred years earlier. He died in 1891, and it is to his son, 
Daniel, Jr.. who converted the homestead into a hotel, that 
we are indebted for the Moravian church marker on the 
corner of Fifth Avenue and Water Street. 

Prior to 1870 there were no homes along Cumberland 
Street from Third Street east to Fourth Avenue and East 
Cumberland Street; however, the canal engineer's home and 
the old Kucher homestead were located along the creek 
between Front Street and Third Avenue. The house on the 
Krause farm, which is still standing, was located near Second 
Avenue about 75 feet south of Cumberland Street. 


rn 


Down the North Side of the Pike Years Ago 


The first home on Cumberland Street. east of Front Street 


(*) Book M. p. 627. 
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was the Hunsicker home, now the Eby residence, near Fourth ™ 
Avenue, which was built prior to 1809, as in that year the 
State of Pennsylvania issued a deed to Samuel Hunsicker 
for House and one acre 30 perches; in 1835 it was the prop- 
erty of Philip Greenawalt, but again became the property 
of the Hunsickers in 1871. 


Several hundred feet east of the Hunsicker home was the 
brick residence of Mrs. Bomberger, also built about 1800; a 
little further east were the two small frame homes of Miss es | 
Farnsler and Mrs. Becker; next was a frame building, the fe | 
home for the keeper of the toll gate, which is now Fittery's 
Ice Cream Store. y 


Clinton Rohland, grandfather of the late Clinton Rohland, 
undertaker, was toll collector about the year 1870. He was 
also a cabinet maker and had his shop a little west of the Geip 
Fertilizer Works, which was later used as a butcher shop. 
His son, Henry Rohland, followed the trades of his father. 
They made their own coffins ofsolid walnut wood one-half 
inch thick, wide at the head and narrow at the foot, with just 
room enough for the corpse; pine wood was used for a rough 
box instead of a vault. The coffin was lined, and together 
with the pine box was sold for five dollars. Every year 
twelve coffins were made for the County Almshouse, but 
poplar board was used for the box instead of pine wood. 





The toll collector stayed up until ten o'clock to collect high- 
Way tax at the rate of three cents a mile. Other collectors 
who lived here were Daniel Folmer, Sr., Gingrich, and 
Yentzel, the latter the last collector at the first original toll 
gate. It was later moved to the new location across from the Sa 
Iron Works, where Samuel Lutz was the last collector. 
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The frame home near Fifth Avenue, with 100 foot frontage 
where Fittery’s had their original ice cream establishment, 
was the home of Jacob Benson and later of Joel Bollinger, 
qrandfather of Jacob Kleiser, who owned a number of homes 
in Hebron, and in partnership with Simon Ubhler, father of 
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Edward Ubhler. had a -stone quarry west of Moravian 
Cemetery, trom which they mined blue limestone, hard as 
flint. Christ Presbyterian chapel is built of stone from this 
quarry. Ubhler quarried the stones, and Bollinger hauled 
them. The latter was a mason ana bricklayer by trade, but 
we find him in various enterprises. He hauled the coal from 
the canal to the steam pump near Lincoln Avenue, along the 
Quittapahilla. He also built several homes on Front Street. 
using the timber from the Kucher Saw and Grist Mills. which 
were recorded after 1816 as the McGloughlin Mills. Jacob 
Kleiser tells of helping his grandfather demolish these mills 


about seventy years ago. 


We have already referred to the Rohland undertaking 
establishment east of Fifth Avenue. and we come next to the 
home of Edward Ubhler’s parents, a little log house next to 
the Geip fertilizer works, now the residence of Walter Uhler. 
Still earlier in the nineteenth century it was the Rohland 
homestead. 


East of the Uhler home there were but three homes to the 
end of the Iron Works ground and a small house used as a 
shoemaker shop by an old man named Fox. The present 
location of the power plant for the Lebanon Steel and Iron 
works was the small farin of Jerry Behney. and to the east 
was the farm house of the Jacob Guckley farm, which is still 
standing and is now the Brooks Restaurant. The barn which 
stood along the creek has since been demolished. | 


Down the South Side of the Pike Years Ago 
On the south side of the highway, the Krause farm land 
extended from Lincoln Avenue east to Third Avenue. to a 
thirteen acre tract of land belonging to Charles Greenawalt. 
His land extended to the brick home standing back near 
Fourth Avenue, which was the stable for race horses and was 
owned by Frank Folmer. 


At the southwest corner of Cumberland and Water Streets 
was the McGloughlin home, and south on Moravian Street 








TOP—Hedge 1 along road Teading to Kucher Mill and Homesteaa 
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was that of Andrew Kleiset, father of Jacob Kleiser. This 
was a log house, and later weatherboarded. The house was 
24 feet by 28 feet, and the logs on the house were one and a 
half feet wide, put together with straw mortar; all the inside 
timber was solid oak, even the lath and floors. In the kitchen 
was a fireplace of limestone to the roof. The material used 
in this home is an indication of age. The home was sold to 
Frank Folmer by the Kleiser estate in 1901, and was 
purchased by the Hebron Fire Company after its organiza- 
tion in 1905. A picture is preserved of this home before it 
was renovated. 


At Sixth Avenue, west of the entrance of the Cemetery, 
a home and tract of land were also the property and resi- 
dence of Joe! Bollinger, and were sold to Ream in 1882, and 
later to Joseph Snyder. Part of this tract of land included 
a fine orchard of apple and peach trees, which extended from 
the old church (then used as a stable for horses) to the 
cemetery. 


Kucher's Mill 


Let us retrace our steps to Lincoln Avenue along the 
Quittapahilla, where the pumping station for the Old Union 
Canal stood. together with several small houses where the 
engineers lived. The pump house was located along the creek, 
north of where the Lebanon Fertilizer Plant now stands. 
The water dams extended about two blocks, from Fourth 
Avenue to the foot of Hoffman Street. The water was 
pumped bya powerful steam pump into a feeder six feet 
wide; the wooden trough was three feet deep and rested on 
wooden trestles, which at some places were as high as 100 
feet. This trough extended from the pump house over to the 
canal, there being a bridge at Lincoln Avenue to cross the 
canal. They had a great deal of trouble in keeping water in 
the canal north of the town of Lebanon, due to its elevation. 
Meloy, one of the engineers, lived in a small frame house just 
back of the steam house; and Jacob Anspach, the other 
engineer, lived in the old Kucher homestead. 
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Besides making possible a flourishing business, the canal’ 
was “Ye Old Swimming Hole” for the boys of Lebanon and 
Hebron, and skating parties were held on its ice in the winter. 
Many a ride on its boats was taken by the boys up to the 
tunnel where they watched for another boat to return. In 
1886 the Union Canal ceased to operate. 


DeHuff Addition 


A small tract of land from Lincoln Avenue to First Avenue, 
along the pike and north to the Canal Company’s pumping 
station, which was not a part of the Krause farm, was con- 
veyed by Conrad Reber and Mathias §. Richards on 
February 23, 1850, to Charles Greenawalt, who died in- 
testate, September 18, 1880, leaving three children, Philip S. 
Greenawalt, May A. Greenawalt, and Emma G. DeHuff. 
The latter, Emma, wife of Gilbert DeHuff, became owner of 
this tract of land on March 8, 1881, whereas after her death 
cn January 29, 1906, her children became her heirs. 


Emma G. DeHuff and A. Gilbert DeHuff, her husband, 
conveyed several lots from this tract of land worthy of note. 
On May 8, 1893. 586/1000 of an acre to the Cornwall and 
Lebanon Railway for $1041.00; December 20, 1883 to Daniel 
P. Witmeyer, for $1085.00; 48/100 of an acre on the 
corner of Lincoln and Cumberland Streets, where the 
gasoline station now stands. Adjoining this a 46-foot lot 
was sold to Wm. H. Van de Sande, Elizabeth Van de Sande, 
and Minnie Edmunds Van de Sande for $675.00. The Van 
de Sandes sold this lot on June 8, 1889, to Daniel Levan for 
$1000.00. On March 30. 1889, Amanda Light purchased 
for $610.50 the lot adjoining the Van de Sande lot on the east, 
a 33-foot lot, on which she built a double brick home. On 
March 27, 1901, she purchased the adjoining 40-foot lot and 
built another double brick home. Two lots on DeHuff Street 
were sold to Monroe Youse for $225.00 on August 13, 1898. 


In 1900 a coal yard and business was started by Oscar 
G. Klopp, but the land was conveyed by the DeHuff heirs for 
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$1900.00 to Walter Strickler only on April 8, 1916. “Tdyis 
coal yard at Lincoln and DeHuff Streets is now operated by 
Charles Grossman. The vacant lot along Cumberland 
Streec, between Meiley Alley or First Avenue, and the 


Amanda Light properties is still owned by the DeHuff heirs. ° 


Following the death of William Witman, the Kucher Mill 
tract was sold in parts, as is seen in the purchases made by 
John W. Gloninger to complete his farm. “May 12, 1890 
Elwood S. Gloninger, Lizzie Gloninger and John P. Glon- 
inger conveyed to H. H. Light for $65,412.00, three tracts 
of land consisting of 145.26 Acres’, extending from Front 
Street, east to a little beyond the road running north from the 
highway opposite the road leading to the County Home. 
and north two fields beyond the canal. In the will of John 
W. Gloninger, dated September 20, 1865, he leaves this 
property to his son, David Stanley, during life and after his 
decease to his children. 


These three Gloninger grandchildren also conveyed for 
$1370.25 to H. H. Light on December 18, 1890, 3.045 acres 
which had been the bed of the old canal, and had been con- 
veyed to them on December 16, 1890, by Gordon Chambers, 
who had purchased the same on November 24, 1890, from 
Grant Weidman and William S. Hassell. trustees for the 
sale of the Old Union Canal Company land. 


Isaac Strohm was the tenant and lived in the brick farm- 
rouse which stood approximately at the location which i: 
now the end of the large steel mill on Fifth Avenue. witl. 
the barn across the street, about 200 feet further east. Ir. 
September 1896, a tornado passing through this section 
leveled the orchard on the farm to the ground. 


Mr. H. H. Light purchased the land, (but #itewasislates 
divided among four members of the East Lebanon Land 
Company, who were to dispose of it. The company first 
opened the streets of Fifth Avenue, Weidman, and Lehman 
Streets, filled up the swamp land along the creek, and laid 


- out lots. 
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This section grew rapidly and was early known as the 
foreign section. Along the creek and in the meadow were 
several rows of red company houses, where the people of 
foreign birth lived, played their accordions, and frolicked all 
day Sunday. Weidman Street also became the home of the 
foreign-born, many of them now Americanized and pros- 
perous American citizens. 


The land company, desirous of opening a street eighty 
feet wide, also purchased the Jacob Gockley farm, because 
the owner refused to include any land for a wide street, be- 
lieving it was wasted land. With this farm the East Lebanon 
Land Company now owned two pandred acres. 


Ten years later the County Commissioners had on their 
records an additional valuation of a million and a fourth to a 
million and a half dollars. This additional assessment was 
put on lots as they were sold and property put thereon. 

Samuel Light, father of H. H. Light, built and at one time 
owned many of the homes on Weidman and Lehman Streets 
east of Front Street. He himself lived on East Lehman 
Street. 


The Iron Works and the trolley line built along Lehman 
Street to Myerstown in 1893 also helped this building project. 
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The American Iron and Steel Company purchased fourteen 
acres of the Gloninger farm land west of Fifth Avenue to 
extend its plant. 


February 1, 1892, the East Lebanon Iron Company, of 
which H. H. Light was president, purchased 11 acres, 41 
perches east of Fifth Avenue and south of the Philadelphia 
€ Reading Railroad for $5,065.31. On June 7, 1894, they 
purchased the second tract, and again on September 23, 
1898, the company purchased two more tracts, a sure indi- 
cation that the company was prosperous.. However, on 
August 31, 1899, the East Lebanon Iron Company conveyed 
itself for $285,000 to the American Iron & Steel Company, 
which absorbed the plant but never operated it. A number 
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of years later Mr. Light again started an iron mill south of 
the first plant and along Cumberland Street; this was first 
known as the Lebanon Valley Iron & Steel Company, later 
the Wrought Iron Company, and now the Lebanon Steel 
& Iron Company. 


East Weidman and Lehman Street lots were sold to 
Robson Greer, who purchased 17 lots on Weidman Street 
between Second and Third Avenues. Eli Atwood and H. T. 
Atkins purchased two lots on Lehman Street. west of Second 
Avenue: J. Grant Light, the west corner lot of Fifth Avenue 
and East Weidman Street; Arthur Billingham, three lots 
at the southeast corner of Weidman Street and Second Ave- 
nue. On August 24. 1891. two tracts from Fifth Avenue, 
east on both sides of Weidman Street to Porter Alley, were 
conveyed to John Fox and Samuel J. B. Spangler for $5.018- 
4G. A number of substantial homes were built on these 
tracts. Samuel Spangler being the same Contractor Spangler 
who was previously referred to in connection with the de- 
velopment of Sweet Home. S. P. Light also purchased nine 
lots located between Lehman and Mifflin Streets. west of 
Fifth Avenue. for $3,500.00. 


Several industries located on this Gloninger land were of 
short duration. The East Lebanon Chain Works, with 
which Eli Atwood and H. ‘I’. Atkins were associated, was 
located from 1892 to 1898 on Cumberland Street. east of 
Fifth Avenue, and we conclude it moved to North Fourth 
Street. as Eli Atwood and Atkins were prominent in a chain 
works at that location. This land was conveyed through 
William and H. T. Atkins on March 31, 1899, to the Lique- 
fied Acetylene Supply Company, Inc., but the company 
failed in a month and a half, as on May 16, 1892, it Bgaln 
reverted to Mr. H. H. Light for $400,00. 


Another industry of short existence was the East Lebanon 
Match Company, which purchased land on September 2, 
1894, north of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad 
between Second and Third Avenues.* The factory burned 


A re nee. 
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down on Christmas eve of 1895, about five o'clock, with i 
several carloads of matches ready to ship. The company 
manufactured matches four and one half inches long; some K 
of these matches are now in the possesion of the Historical f 
Society, and the record concerning them reads, ‘Presented 
March 28, 1934. Paid for one Thousand matches March - 
31. George S. Andrews, grandson living at 231 South Fifth 
Street, Charles R. Andrews match machine inventor gave 
two dozen four and one half inches long made by Diamond 
Match Company about forty years ago. Note given for 
$300,000.00, never collected any from the company by 
Andrews, bought one thousand for souvenys to friends.” 
The stockholders and corporators dissolved and the land was 
sold on April 2, 1897, to Daniel Levan for $565.00 


The Lebanon Steel Foundry, Lincoln Avenue and East 
Lehman Street, was organized December 1911, with W. H. 
Werrilow, President, and T. S. Quinn, Treasurer. The 
company manufactures normal steel castings, stainless steel 
castings, and special alloy castings which are shipped 
throughout the United States. 


At the instigation of the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce, 
a group of 158 people organized the Lebanon Industrial 
Building, Inc., in 1929 to secure new industries to locate in 
Lebanon. Albert Coons was elected president; J. S. Bas- 
hore. Vice-President: C. S. Donough, Treasurer; and David 
S. Hammond, Secretary. With a capital of $150,000.00 they 
purchased an entire city block, between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenues, and Mifflin and Guilford Streets, and built thereon 





a substantial modern brick building, which was leased to the 4 
New Bedford Silk Mills, Inc., which still owns the lease but . 
which discontinued operating on November 30, 1938. iq 
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The East Lebanon Baking Company, famous for Euro- 
pean breads, near Second Avenue and East Weidman Street, 
and the New Pennsylvania Motor Express, Inc., on Weid- 
man Street near Lincoln Avenue, are both progressive enter- 
prises. 











; SNGREA SA ee 
erate Mee Pe feQ > 
SS aes ed aed hee 


mae, . se Be ee 
a SON er a et p tek arene vege Rat : 


DP Wy err ry - os 


et a Bk eed tebe 


206 LEBANON CouNTY HisTorRICAL SOCIETY 


East Lebanon, east of Front Street and north of Cumber- 
land Street was part of North Lebanon Township until 
March 4, 1918, when an ordinance was finally passed admitt- 
ing it to the city as Ninth Ward. ‘ 


“The Heights” 


Another land purchase of importance to Lebanon was that 
of “The Krause Farm” on March 28, 1900, by H. H. Light 
and Simon Light, Esquire, for $76,600, from George Krause 
and wife, Catharine, trustee for John D. Krause estate, con- 
sisting of 90 acres 56.32 perches. . George Krause is the 
grandson of John D. Krause. 


The Krauses of this transaction are descendants of 
Michael Krause, who first settled in Montgomery County, 
whereas the Krauses previously referged to as descendants of 
the Kuchers were of the line of Johonnas Krause who came 
to America in 1746, and settled in Lebanon County. (*) 


| The surveys and boundaries of this “Krause Farm” are 
given in Rev. J. G. Francis’ diagram, together. with several 
other minor purchases which were included in the develop- 
ment of “The Heights”. __ 


On September 26, 1903. Simon P. Light sold his interest 
n “The Heights” for $65,000.00 to Harry H. Pale who 


ate became sole owner. 


Lhe farm house is still standing; the barn stood directly 
in back of the building of the Lebanon Memorial Works. 
The original barn, one hundred feet long, was burned down 
in 1877, one evening, about seven o'clock when George Fields, 
the tenant farmer had gone to the mill, using only one horse. 
All the other horses, the implements and the grain, with the 
exception of one crib of corn, were destroyed. It was 
believed that a man by the name‘of Jacob Staeger-lit the 
barn. He was noted for lighting barns, (when intoxicated} 





(*) “Old Salem” p. 10. 
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-having twice set fire to his own; he Aoy set fire to the one at 
the County Almshouse, but the latter fire was discovered in 
time to be extinguished before much damage resulted. He 


was finally caught. After purchasing an umbrella-at Avon 


during a twenty-minute rain, he set fire to a barn on the way 


home, and left his umbrella in the corner of a fence near this- 


barn, where it was found and proved to be his recent 
purchase. On this evidence he was sentenced from five to 


‘ten years in prison, which imprisonment ended the frequent . 


destruction of barns in this section. His home was directly 
south of the Almshouse. 


The barn was rebuilt, but was only half af large, and after 
the purchase of the farms was removed to Third Avenue and 


East High: ‘Street. 


The farm was surveyed into fifty-feet lots, and since there 
were very few native trees, poplar trees were planted on the 
border of each lot. Many of these are still standing and add 
to the beauty of ‘The Heights”. ’ Maple trees were planted 


along the streets and avenues but did not thrive so well as 


_the poplar trees. 


The streets of First Avenue, Chestnut and Walnut were 
opened, dug out to a depth of twenty-two inches, filled up 
with cracked limestone, and surfaced with powdered- lime- 
stone. A width of twenty feet was thrown into the street 
along Cumberland, with. the understanding it would become 
part of the main highway, but to this ah it has not been 
treatedas such. 


Thestret homes wasahiile by H. H. Light on South Lincoln | 


Avenue near Walnut, and was constructed of stone. Mr.. 
Light also built the row of six homes of brick near Second 
Avenue and Cumberland Street. 


In order tokeep © ‘The Heights” almost entirely resitential, 7 
some restrictions were included in deeds when the Tots. were | 
conveyed to individual owners. The Followina is a quotation 


from the deed of “Mrs. J G: Francis: 
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“That the use of the above granted premises shall be re- a 
stricted to the erection and maintenance thereon of one 
| building to a single lot, and to extend not nearer than 25 
feet ta the line of the street or streets op which said lot fronts 
: (not including bay windows and porches); and further, that 
neither the said party of the second part, her heirs or assigns, 
nor any person holding under her or them, shall-at any time 
thereafter erect, carry on, suffer or permit in any manner, on 
any part of said premises, any brewery, distillery, slaughter- 
| house, smith-shop, forge, furnace, brass foundry, nail, boiler 
| a or other iron factory, nor any manufactory of gun powder, 
soap, candles, glue, starch, varnish, vitriol, ink or turpentine, 
| or for tanning, dressing or preparing of skins, hides or leather, 
he _ or any livery stable, cattle yard or stable, pig-pen, dram shop, 
liquor saloon or other place-for the sale of intoxicating 
liquors, nor any - noxious or dangerous trade, nor any 
business whatever which shall be off€nsive to those dwelling 
q on the land adjoining or in the neighborhood thereof; and 
| this covenant shall attach to and run‘with the land, so that it 
ie be lawful not only for the party of the first part, but 
also for the owner or owners of any land adjoining or in the 
| neighborhood of the premises hereby granted, deriving title 
under the party of the first part, to institute or prosecute any 
.| action at law or in equity against the person or persons 
violating or ‘threatening to violate this covenant.’ 


| 6 The largest marble eracks in Lebanon County is located 

I on “The Krause Farm" with its building 80 by 40 feet 

i located directly in line with the front of the barn’ site. The 

i land was first leased by H. H. Light in 1929 to Edmund 

i Fisher and was taken over in 1930 by John. Ebling, who sold 

Z the lease and business on February 1, 1935, to Leon Shaak, 

ae its present owner. Modern sand blasting, polishing’ and 
surfacing machinery is used in lettering and polishing tomb- 

@ stones. An average of four hundred stones.a year-are sold. : 







ase The reuidests of ‘East Pebsnte were without piped water 
ate — cuntil: after. 1903, when on. January 29, of the same: year, 
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Daniel Weaver organized the Weavertown Water Com- 
pany, with a capital of $10,000.00 to furnish water from a 
spring on Mr. Weaver's farm, having a capacity of 138 | 
gallons per minute. The pipes were laid several years later 
and supplied water to Avon, Hebron, ‘The Heights”, and 
East Lebanon. — Daniel Weaver became the first treasurer. 
The company later sold out to The Lebanon Consolidated 
Water Supply Company, and the water is pumped from the 
Swatara and filtered at Jonestown. 


“Lebanon Heights” and adjoining lots to Water Street 
previously part of South Lebanon township,, were annexed 
to the city as Eighth Ward by an ordinance & Select Council 
on October 21, 1911, and by Common: Council October 30, 
iP x z. 2 


Harry H. Light 
Mr. Harry H. Light, the son of Samuel L. Liane was born 
at Avon, in an old log house, and moved with his parents to 
Lebanon when he was five or six years old. He-graduated 
from Lebanon High School in 1880, and received his - 
business education at. the Eastern Business ‘ School of 


Poughkeepsie, New York, from which he graduated. 


Besides being the major partner of the East Lebanon Land 
Company in developing the Gloninger farm, and owner of 
the Lebanon Heights, he was the youngest member of the 
Lebanon and Annville, and Lebanon and Myerstown Trolley 
Lines. In the iron business he established the Lebanon Iron 
Company, which was later absorbed by the American Iron 
and Steel Company, for which company he was purchasing 
agent. He started the Lebanon Valley Iron Company, later 
known as the Wrought Iron Company. He was also con- 
nected with the Lebanon Steel Foundry when it was started 
and is now connected with the Lebanon Drop: Forge, \near, 
Avon. He-was> ad director of the Valley Nafional Bank jand . 
after its consolidation with the Farmers Trust ‘Company: re- 
mained on the board; ‘thus having Eibyaes, years: ofc con- 
tinuous service as.a bank ‘director. ee 
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The development of East Lebanon, north and south, is 
due largely to the intensive planning and efforts of Harry 
H. Light, who also through the iron mills with which he was 
connected supplied work for fmany of its residents. His own 


conclusion to his enterprises is ‘It was a struggle every time. 1 


It wasn’t the money that came in but a great satisfaction in 
accomplishing something.” 


Hebron Moravian and Other Churches 


No history of any community of Eastern Pennsylvania is 
complete unless we recall the faith and the desire to worship 
God as manifested in the churches organized and built by 
the pioneers who settled here. 


No church prior to 1800 has so complete a history as the 
Hebron Moravian Churchg because of its well-kept diary. 
Even though volumes have been written about this early 
church, we shall again record some of its noble history. 


| Not driven from their comfortable homes, in Saxony or 
Moravia, Germany, because of religious persecution like the 


- Palatines or French Huegunots, but for the love, of Christ 


and their fellow men, who they learned were in a deplorable 
spiritual condition in America, they left friends, prosperity. 
and peaceful homes to build log cabin churches and to 
minister to people living in a wilderness with wild beasts and 
savage men. 


Such was the character and purpose of Count Zinzendorf 
when he visited with Conrad Weiser the little colony of 
German settlers at Hebron in 1742, and organized a congre- 
gation who in the same year erected a simple log structure 
on the banks of the Quittapahilla, near Fifth. Avenue, and 
called it the “Free church of God in the Spirit’. The con- 
gregation was permitted to decide for itself to what denomi- 
nation it would belong and what form of worship it would 
follow, as it was made up: of Lutheran, Reformed, and 
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‘Mennonite settlers. There were no Moravians received as. 











Py 


DEVELOPMENT OF East LEBANON, Pa.’ 211 


members nor any Moravian policies adopted. Not until.1750, 
through the influence of Christian Henry Rauch, did the 


congregation on the Qluittapahilla develop Moravian 


characteristics and adopt Moravian forms of worship. How- 
ever, in 1748 a Moravian synod: was held on the rd ti 
hilla in the Lutheran church. 


On March 18, 1748, upon the death of George his infant 
child, Peter Kucher, rightly called the “Father of the Hebron 
Moravian Church” and also father of the town of Hebron, 

“to\meet a need and insure future care of his dead,” deeded 
to the Hebron congregation one ha}f acre of land, located on 
hill overlooking a beautiful country, to be hallowed as a 
“City of the Dead.” Besides this first little grave on ““Gottes 


“Acre,” less than two months later was laid Johan Frantz, 


another child of Peter and Barbara Kucher, a twelve-year 
old son; and again on May 11 in the same year the remains 
of their first pastor Johann Heinrich Herzen was brought 
from Bethlehem, Pernsylvania, for interment on the “Hut- 
Lerg” at Quittapahilla. We shall leave this hallowed 

“Gottes Acre’’ and go back to the sorrowing Kuchers, who 
were still Lutherans in faith. ; 2 


In the carefully kept register of their members, the 
Moravians record the conversion of Peter Kucher to their 
faith in 1748 and-his first communion with the ‘“Gemeinlein” 
on February 2, 1749. In the same year he deeded a tract of 
twelve acres of land about 500 yards west of the cemetery, 
on what is now known as Moravian Street to be used for 
church and school purposes and-for a parsonage. He not 


only donated the land but opened up his quarry and ~ 


furnished all the stone and building materials for the erec- 
tion of the building. The cornerstone was laid in the year 
1749 and the edifice dedicated January 1, 1750. This original 
cornerstone with its contents. and bronze’ tablet. ‘was, pre- 
sented’ by Mr... Charles R. Wolfe to thé. Moravian congrega- 


tion who placéd™ it in the walls of 1 their present edifice at 


Tenth and Spring § Streets. 
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Mr. Charles D. Weirick in ‘Early and Historic Churches @ 
in Lebanon Valley Prior to 1800” describes the church. “The 
outside wall was 52 by 48 feet, two and one-half stories high, 
with a high pitched roof. Imbedded in the wall directly 
above, and-on each side of the dodr, were two sand stones 
with the following inscription: ‘Unitas Fratrum, 1749’. It 
contained a basement, or dugout, used as a protection from 
the hostile Indians. Directly above the basement were the 
pastor's living apartments. On the east and west sides were 
stairways leading to the second floor, which was the ‘Beth 
Saal,’ or church room. It contained two kitchens, one for 
the use af the pastor, the other for the use of the congrega- 
‘tion in the preparation of Love Feasts” (*) and_for their 
simple social functions which were in keeping with their 
Puritan ideals. 


In 1751 Rev. Christian Rauch introduced into the con- 
gregation the Moravian “choir’’ system of the church, which 
extended not only in their congregational seating arrange- 
ment, but in their keeping of records according to the choir 

or class to which they belonged. Each choir held its own 
: Festal day, when they rededicated themselves to the service — 
of the Lord. Their dead were even buried in the choir - 
section to which they belonged—the married brethren, the 
single brethren, male infants, strangers, married sisters, 
single sisters, and female infants. 


‘The prostrate stones on the graves of the Moravian dead 
are not only the pall that forever hides the inequalities of 
life and its human distinctiveness, but they become the rent 
veil of the temple that reveals to all saints, as members of a 

. single family, the face of their Heavenly Father, and so 
; realizes the last prayer of the Great High Priest of our pro- 
fession that they all be one.’ 


/ 


od “The customary trumpet sound ‘of the Trombone Choir 
ae o'er the graves of the departed dead, not only peals the 
. triumph of the body with Christ | over sin, death and the 


(*) Vol. 11, p. 36, Lebanon County Historicaf eee Pub. 
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grave; but it proclaims the union of the saints in their 
eternal service of the Lord of lords and King of kings’. (** ) 


The death of a membez of any choir was announced by 


the Trombone Choir in the use of a tune specially designated 


for that particular Choir. 


The first Moravian family to unite with the congregation 
was Johan Tannenberger and wife in 1750. He was a master 
mechanic, an artist and an accomplished musician. He con- 
vinced the people that instrumental music was not sinful in 
worship and introduced the organ and trombones into the 
worship of the congregation. Already during the Revolu- 
tionary days the Hebron Moravian church had a small organ. 
No organ had ever been heard in Lebanon until 1808, when 
Salem Lutheran church. installed a two-manual organ built 
by Bachman of Lititz, a pupil of the organ builder Tannen- 
berger. All organ builders up to this time were Moravians, 
and the Tannenbergers built the largest and finest organs in 
Anerica. It was the refined Sand spiritual tendencies of Tan- 
nenberger, together with the influence of the Kuchers, 
Orths, and pastor Rauch that led to the adoption of the more 
scriptural name of Lebanon instead of Steitztown. Theodora, 
the infant daughter of Tannenberger died in 1752, and soon 
after the death of his young wife in 1754, he remaved to 
Lititz. 


One hundred years after the cornerstone of the Hebron 
church had been laid, the Orths, Uhrichs, Graeffs, Imhofts, 
and Rauchs, under the leadership of John Graeff, agreed to 
transfer the congregation to Lebanon, and on June 11, 1848, 
the cornerstone of the new church at Tenth and Spring. 
Streets was laid, and the church dedicated on December 16, 
TotG: eee } “aiken 


For a period of almost sixty years the people of Hebron | 


worshipped in the churches of Lebanon and surroun ling 


(**) Vol. 10. pp. 57-59, Nee Gee aeeeteeren . 
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communities. The Reformed worshipped at Kimmerlirg’s 
until the organization of Grace Reformed, Avon, in 1894; 
the Lutherans at Salem, until 1889, when a mission Sunday 
School was organized by Salem Church and met in a home ' 
on Chestnut Street near Secohd Street; it was not until May 
12. 1903, that the St. James Lutheran Congregation was 
organized with sixty-five charter members, and included 
many from Hebron, such as the Kleisers, Richards, Werners, 
Bombergers, Ubhrichs, Brewers, Folmers, Sanders, and 
Keisers. 


After the purchase of the Gloninger farm by the Lights in 
1891, and its rapid settlement, the northern section was with- 
out a church until 1905 when Mr. Fred Thiel and Mr. 
George Haas, active members of the Seventh Street Lutheran 
Church Christian Endeavor Society, after visiting in the 
cemmunity, reported the nged of a mission Sunday School 
for the children. 


The Christian Endeavor Society acted upon their recom- 
mendation and appointed Frederick Thiel, George Haas, 
and George Biely. who is now city elerk, to canvass East 
Lebanon. _On June 23, 1906, a Sunday-School was organized 
in the public school building of North Lebanon Township, 
on Weidman Street, with an enrollment of about sixty mem- 
bers. Mr. George Haas was chosen superintendent, and with 
the faithful assistance of a number of members of the Seventh 
Street Lutheran Church was so successful in developing the 
school that within six months, larger and better facilities be- 
came necessary. 


Sy Bannip enh sew Supa me 


Mr. Haas, Superintendent, reported that the work on the 
field was bearing good fruit. The Sunday School attend- 
ance was over one hundred members, but he-was hampered 
ccensiderably in the work because the room was too small 

- and not suited for work. The church council of the Seventh 
Street Lutheran Church then appointed a committee to in- 
. quire into and secure a lot on East Lehman Street for St. 
- Matthew's Mission, as Dr. P. C. Croll named the mission. 
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The committee included Rev. P. C. Croll, Wm. Patschke, 
M. Luther Patschke, B. F. Harpel, D. L. Kramer, George 
Haas, Wm. F. Rapp, Harry Albright, Miss Carrie Hoffman, 
Frederick Thiel, F. T. Harpel, John R. Fertig, H. H. Copen- 
haver, H.H. Hoffman, Elias Feeman, and Wm. A. Schools. 

Christ Presbyterian Church held an afternoon session of 
Sunday School at Nacetown for a period of about twenty- 
five years, at the end of which time the organization no 
longer existed. In reference to the chapel, the Seventh 
Street Lutheran Church minutes record on September 23, 
1906, “At a meeting of several members of the building com- 
mittee of the Seventh Street Putheran Church for St. 
Matthew’s, the pastor reported that after much correspond- 
ence of the Nacetown chapel, he has secured the following 
option on the building in question: That by assuming a 
mertgage of $500.00 on the property, the - Presbyterian 
church board will release their claim, and Miss Fannie Cole- 
man: will donate the building for the East Lehman Mission.” 
The opinion of all present was in favor of accepting these 
terms, and Mr. Wm. Patschke and J. H. Fertig were in- 
structed to ask several contractors to give a bid for removing 
_and rebuilding the chapel at East Lehman Street. 


On April 14, 1907, the enrollment had reached 172, and 
the regular attendance was 136, with only 28 belonging to 
other Sunday Schools. The school was growing and the 
need of a suitable building was realized, as is shown in the 
minutes May 6, 1907, when Mr. William Patschke was in- 
structed to make the exchange of lots, the one being donated 
by Mr. William Patschke on Maple Street for one of Joe E. 
Light's on East Lehman Street, and to secure twenty addi- 
tional feet for St. Matthew's Mission. By May.15, 1907, 
deeds for donated lots and the twenty-foot lot of Joe E. 
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Light were in the hands of the trustees of Seventh treet 


Lutheran Church, and the rebuilding of the Nacefown 
Chapel contract. was given to H. A. Fox, whose bid © ‘was 


twenty-two cents per hour. an Be 
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The School held its first Christmas Festival in the old 
frame Washington Firehouse. Before the completion of the 
building, services were held in the bagement of the church, 
and on June 1, 1908, the chapel was completed, and the 
mission held its first services in the church, January 8, 1907. 
Forty-one members were admitted to membership and a 
church council organized. Rev. Croll having left the pastorate 
of the Mother Church, Dr. M. H. Stine, then pastor, called 

oa Rev. J. Curran as his assistant to minister to St. Matthew's, 

for a period of three months; Rev. Curran later went to 

Africa as a inissionary, and drowned several years ago. His 

os faithful wife remained on the African field and also gave her 
life in missionary service about a year ago. 


The mission then affiliated with Mt. Zion Lutheran 
Church, severed its relations with thé Mother Church, and 
on October-4, 1909, extended a call to Rev. Ira Fenster- 
macher, under whose pastorate the parsonage was built in 
1911. Work declined and came almost to naught, until on 
June 15, 1925, Rev. Will F. Bare was called to the field te 
revive the work: The congregation is now in the hands of, 
the Lutheran and American Board of Missio#, with financial 
assistance from Seventh Street Lutheran and Zion Lutheran 
Churches, Lebanon, who also gave financial assistance in its 
earlier organization. 


Spe or 


The people of the United Brethren faith living in Hebron 
and~Northeast Lebanon were members of the Avon United 
Brethren Congregation until 1909, when they gathered in the 


ES: . Hebron school house for the purpose of organizing a con- 
EF ve _ gregation, which consisted of sixty charter members, who ap- 
Be pointed as the first trustees, Aaron Behney, President: 
ae Charles P. Bucks, Allen Ross, William Martin, and Jacot 
ee pe \ 


These trustees served as a building committee and 
a - purchased the corner lot at Walnut and Water Streets, and 
i ' started building their present church, now valued at $30,000. 
i it One year - later oe had a church membership of 
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ea bundeed and a Sunday School enrollment of one hund- _ 
red twenty-five. 


The William Benson house was rented as a parsonage _ 3 
until 1926, when the congregation purchased from H. H. . ee 
Light, a lot on Walnut Street beside the church property and 
built a $15,000 brick parsonage. | 


They now have a church membership of three hundred 


and forty, and a Sunday School enrollment of six hundred “4 
and ten. “a 
The following pastors served the congregation: 3 
Rev. Clinton S. Miller 1909-1910 eee 

Rev. O. T. Ehrhart 1919/1920 5 a ae 

Rev. D. D. Buddinger 1920-Died Feb. 1921 ae 

Rev. Ira Funck - 1921-1922 - 

Rev. J. A. Keiper PEA POZDUVOZEE A = 


Rev. Alden Biely 1925- 


ro 





St. Gertrude’s Roman Catholic Church ~ vt 


This is an institution in East Lebanon, 186 East Lehman : 
Street, of no secondary importance. The membership is z 
made up largely of persons who have rather recently became s 
American citizens. The rector is Rev. Father Philip Leibich “4g 
Sister Mary Syra is in charge of the Convent and Parochial 
School. The Historical Society is hopeful of getting an' 
historical writeup of this institution by one who is able to do 
the subject justice. | 

Serbian Orthodox Church 


( ‘ 
tA: ‘ 
TR ah 


Sevier 


Ae 


This institution is located in East Lebanon, at 122 East 
Weidman Street. Rev. Milan Mrvichin is the rector. The 
Historical Society entertains the same hopes in regard to this . 
church as is expressed concerning St. Gertrude's Church. e ee 
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> iro Schools sa: \ A 
In 1749 John Peter Kucher deeded 12 acres of land to the : 


Hebron Congregation on which to erect a building to be-used . ae 
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by the congregation as a church, school and parsonage. Littée 
is known of this first school, but one must have been in 
existence, as during the Revolutionary War, according to 
the Hebron Diary, ‘The i li Prisoners came and asked } 
for several benches for the officers in order that they could 

sit in Brother Baltho. Orth’s spring house. He was allowed 
to take four from the schoolroom”’. 


Establishment of free or public schools in Pennsylvania 
was not made compulsory until during the Legislature of 
1848-1849, but an act of assembly passed in June, 1836, made 
the matter optional. While Hebron was among the com- 
munities that expressed opposition to the latter act by the © 
erection of a Liberty Pole on the Krause farm, there was an 
early public school in this locality soon after the act of 1836, 
It was located on what is now land of the County Home, a 
little south of the pike, and =Aotk 12. feet east of the Quitta- 
pahilla Creek. It was a log cabin school, having a large 
limestone fireplace. After it was abandoned as a school, it 
was weatherboarded and was used as bachelor quarters by 
Jacob. Orth, who stored his fuel for the winter beside the 
large fireplace. One evening during a very cold winter he 
fut an unusual amount of fuel on the fire for the night. The 
fireplace became overheated and ignited the fuel in storage 
beside the fireplace. Orth was severely burnt and died 
several days later in the County Home. 


eetics Sel cuiblceee dine he ant 
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Sd This first building was abandoned as a school prior to the 
year 1860, and a new one-room brick building was erected 
on East High Street at the location where now the concrete 
; roadway-begins. Teachers who taught in this building after 
ee _ 1865-1867 were Thomas Spangler, John Hunsicker, John 
t .. Kreider, Ephrim Uhler, Peter Zimmerman, John Stine, Hiram. | 
E--: = 7 Hollinger, John Shaak, Jacob Eby, \and James Snyder. At. ; 


Bee _ one time this one-room school had an enrollment of 72 pupils. . 
ee : This brick building was later demolished, and a new frame 
aie “building about the same dimensions ‘replaced it and was. in 
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Bs. 
use until about 1907, when the present Hebron School house es 


_ was built at Sixth Avenue and East High Street. ae 
The children of the north side of Cumberland Street at ; 


Hebron attended the Avon School prior to 1880, there being 
less than a dozen homes between Lincoln Avenue and Avon. 
| - Earlier than 1890 a school house was located on the east 
side of Lincoln Avenue near Mifflin, and was known as 
Light’s or Front Street School: however, in 1892 a bid was 
awarded to S. J. B. Spangler. to put.a second story on this. 
school for $712.00, which included all materials and paint. 
The secretary's minutes also record action taken against. 
children attending school from homés having scarlet fever; 
some having died from the disease. This is the building 
later removed to East Weidman Street. 


The settlement of “Sweet Home” also necessitated the 
building of two one-room frame school houses. ‘The one 
located on Hoffman Street was built before 1890, and in- 
cluded grades four, five, and six and was known as Sweet 
Home School No. 1. The desks were crude, with high 
straight boards for seats. Among teachers who taught here : 
were Victor Smith, John Royer, John Horst, Laura Kreider ee 
Honker, Miss Faschnacht, Harry Swanger, Boaz Light, iat 
Naomi Light, Jennie .Rittle, Sarah Meyer Brandt, and a ee 
Martha Kreider. This building was purchased at public rea ieee: 


sale by Harry D. Levan from the Lebanon City School. dis- 


trict on December 1, 1919,’ for $600.00, and is now used as an eS 
office by the Lebanon Fertilizer Works. Ae 4 





On June 2, 1890, the North Lebanon Township School. 


Board appointed a committee to buy land for “Sweet Home 
School No. 2”, and on August 6 of the samezyear-the com- ) 
mittee reported having purchased-“"The-most-desirable-and epee 


suitable lot from Cyrus G. Rauch, at the rate of $6,00 per 


foot”. ‘Fhe complete cost:of, the school, including 












ing, and furnishings was $17 52.49 (e 
building of this school, the, Ce 
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September 1, 1892, by paying the North Lebanon Board a 
$450.00 for a strip of land 120 feet long and 30 feet wide. 
In order to protect the children, the board erected an eight- 
foot fence between the school and thegrailway tracks at the 
cost of $100.00. This school was later referred to as the 
Swamp School and was located near Fourth Avenue, be- 
tween Spring Alley and the Cornwall Railroad, only 100 feet 
from the Canal Dams, and is now the Harry Kleiser Garage. 
Miss Sallie Troxel was elected to teach the first term in this 
a) school; others who taught here were Martha Fittery Fol- 
mer, Laura Kreider Honker, Mary Lehman, Mary Heilman, 
Fannie Kreider Segner, Julia Snavély, Kate Phillips, Emma . 
Daniels, Ruth Bomberger Zartman, Estella Frantz, and 
ce Naomi Light. The three Kreider sisters who taught in’these 
3 Sweet Home schools were daughters of Rev. Christian T. 
ea Kreider, Treasurer of the Board ofgDirectors in-1890 and 
é again in 1918, when the schools oot taken over by the city 
school district, by annexation. Revi Kreider always mani- 
fested a keen interest in the schools and was a valuable and 
ble director. 


Ae -- . The years 1890 to 1895 were years.of progress and ad- 
& ancement in education in North Lebanon Township- Build’ 
7 ings were erected or enlarged; in 1892 the first free crayons 
= were supplied for each school, and on July 22, 1893, the 


2 Board decided to supply free books and other supplies. In 
= the year 1893 the term increased from six months to six and 
i one-half months, and salaries were also raised $2. 00 to $5.00 
| pe ce per - month. : 

er | About the year 1900 the North Lebanon School. Board 
ee . ' rolled the. two-story frame Light's or Front Street School 
ae Building from Front.and Mifflin Streets to East Weidman 
eee a . Stréet, near Fifth Avenue. -Several -years-later anothér ‘two- 







2 story building was erected on the east end, connecting the 
‘northeast corner with the southwest corner of the new build- 
ing, which gave the building a queer’ ‘appearance, with 4 main 
‘entrance. at each of the two fartherest ends. This building 
was” ‘demolished; therefore. on Joly 24, 1909, the” “Board . 
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purchased a 134-feet frontage lot for $1300.00 from. J. B. 
Embich, and awarded a contract to S. J. B. Spangler for 
$5990.00 to build a new six-room school . building, the 
materials of the old building to be used, with the. first story 
brick, and the second frame. This school included all grades. 
from the first to the grammar grades. All pupils in ‘North 
Lebanon township attending grammar school came to this 
school. On cold mornings and through deep snow the pupils 
walked from Kimmerling’s Church, Avon, Reinoehlsville, 
Sand Hill and in earlier years from north of Cleona, and 
many reached home in the evening after dark. The distance 
walked by some was ten miles a day. Teacheygs of the school 
were Harry Honker, Harvey Wolfe, Allen Reist, Harry 
Swanger and John N. Evans, who taught there from 1911 
to 1924. This’ school produced many teachers for the 
county and many who are now in a successful prime of life. 
After the Ninth Ward Annex to the City in 1918 the school 
was known as the Henry Houck, and after the building of 
the new Henry Houck grade and junior high’school in 1934, 
it was abandoned as a school, sold, and converted into 
apartments. — ay ene . 








seem te tae dh NI Ld edd ces Ce ele ou hn abet bee ee lg ee ee ee 


<n e ee 
aoe 
Ps ° 






ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS + 


Special acknowledgement, in addition to use made of Reve 


Pewee Anaientinnd Historica Landmarkein. theliehas’ ee 


non Valley, Rev. Theodore E. Schmauk’s Old Salem in 
Lebanon, Lebanon County Historical Society publications, 


Atlas of Lebanon County by Davis in 1875, Minutes of the i 


Seventh Street Lutheran Church ‘and of the North Lebanon 
$chool Board, is due Rev. P. B. Gibble, for diagrams: to Rev. 
]. G. Francis, Lebanon. for researchrto Mrs. Carl Bowman, 
for educational data; to Jacob A. Kleiser, Augustus Arnold, 
Jacob Anspach, George D. Krause and H. H. Light. Leba- 


non, for information of historical importance. 


ay 


i 
i i by 
- Ss; ) 1 
‘ay Ch Dead ‘a 


re 
Tae eee 





; ii ae ‘ae 7 i? 
i 1 ae ry 
a a liek Wi Cee 
mene! = «eee oo " oo te: 
uJ ‘ 
e.4 6 > 
ey Ti 





ey el ee) | 
7| ) i 
(vate oe ih cs 


, Mg al) 
ar 


- 












paees tare S 


eee Soe 
ta or Oe" 


hele 





